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PARADISE LOST

Critical & Autobiographical Approaches

Pro. Shuchilagna Tripathi
Guest Asstt, Pro. English

John Milton , a great poet and triumph of puritanism wrote Paradise Lost, probably the first epic of
English Literature and legend of the Age of Milton. Milton wanted to make glorious art out of the English
Language the way the ather- epic had done for their languages not only must a great epic be long and
paeiiecally well cons.tructed its subject must be significant and original, its form strict and serious, and its
aims noble and heroic.

Paradise lost was a Production of Milton's old age. It was written by the belind scholar closely
identified with the defeated cause and "fallen on evil days". It was also the fruit of a lifetime's labour and
concentrated study. Thought suffering from blindness he has witnessed all the realities of life. Milton opens
paradise Lost by formally declaring his poem's subject humankind's first act of disobedience toeard God,
and the consequences thhat followed from it. The act is Adam and and Eve's eating of the forbidden fruit
of the tree of knowledge. as told in Genetics, the first book of the Bible.

Milton indirectly announces that he wants to be inspired with this sacred knowledge because he
wants 1o show his felloman that the fall of humankind into sin and death was part of God's greater plan,
and that God's plan is justified

Paradis Lost deals with the rebellion of the angels, the creation the temptation of man, and fall. The

subject matter of the poem is taken partly from the books of Old Testment of The Bible. The effect pro-
duced by the ""Vistas and Avenues"of Milton's verse has been described as a feeling of speciousness such

as no other poet gives. He can make us feel in a Jew words.
Who would lose,
thought full of pain,
this intellectuézl being,

These thoughts that wander through enternity ?

Paradis Lost in the product of a puritan's prolonged meditation on the Bible. The Biblical story of Adam
Eve, teir temptation by the serpent and their loss of innocence and perfect happiness, prosesses the univer-
sity of a myth. Milton's Godconsidered as a literary character is unforunately tinged with the narrow and
literal theology of the time.

Quite a number of scholars have treated this epic as Milton's spritual autobiography, and have
searched for personal information in it. In its tragic theme, its pessimestic viewof world history, and its
assumption that the ways of God really require Justification, these scholars perceive of poet's old age and
the evil days on which he had fallen. In theirs eyes the poem is Milton's personal attempt to reconcile his
religious trust in providence with meaningless realities-his blindness and public disgrace,and the failure of
God's own cause (the cause, that is of, freedom). In the story of Adam’s fall, they find a close parallel to the
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AP neless, their maker, ang ,, |
defection of the poet's country man ; both fell thr ough folly, bels aymg thezgfe erference for vagude the
descendants both rashly threw away an earthly paradise. Milton's apparent p ) Oy

general imagery, instead of concrete visual detail, has been tregarded by 2’_‘" "c'i el rde{fl’ i‘;ﬁgﬁu}g;jﬁf Ty
Eliot as literary symptoms of Milton's physical blindness. Otheres have disco relod a5 selfme e‘., ;
Milton's first wife, Mary Powell, in Eve. Satan, the arch rebel, has ?ﬁ en be.en ’;‘:ga his creation for h"' ail
Milton (the opponent of the king's execution). Adam's love .S‘IOI:_,V is hf.’PPm’” _’ i like the triia gy s Ev,
was, until she ignored the drowny fiuit, all that he could have wished in a w.tfe:nosz . Cl’f_rsxe,Ji
Katherine Woodcock than poor Mary Powell, in "those thousand decencies ) wl . hm s coumon
mind. She spoke, too very properly, pointing out that she enjoyed jor the happier lot, having HSony i
greatly superior to his, even if she was, nicer looking.

" At which our first father
Smiled with Superior love ....
and pressed her Matron lip
with kisses pure”

Twas, infect at first a thoroughly happy marriage ; and it was not untill the affair of the fruits that passioy
dragged his descended. Jt was after the fall that Adam deplored woman and gave his views on marriqge,
pulling into verse passage from the diverse tracts and bewailing the " disturbances on earth througy
Jemale snares. " However, Eve seeking pardon, was partially Jorgiven, even as Mary had been ; though he,
spouse’s words do not appear o offer hope for a much happier conjugal life in the future than was enjoyeq
by the ill-matched inheritors of his woe.

The poet's stormy egoism Jinds expression in almost all creatures Jo his imagined universe. In turn he
is the hectoring Almighty; the conjugal loquacious, superior Adam, the informative, admonoshing, shat.
lering, heartily eating, amorous, passion-disapproving angel Raphael; the austerer Michael, coming

prophesy the truth about the world and lo exact penalties; the rebellious Satan who will brook o restraint,
He is only I think, not to be discerned in the fectness, erred, adorning Eve.

On the whole it is necessary fo recognize the limitations of the biographical approach to-Paradise

Lost. It has to remembered Jor instance, that most of the tragic features of Milton's epic had been present
in his youthful plans for a tragic drama on the same subject. A pessimistic outlook for the world,along with
an oplimistic promises of salvation, has been set forth in the New T estament, and was already available 1o
Milton. The justification of God's ways had preoccupied the author of The Book of Job. As Jor the imagery,
It was conditioned by the requirements of the high style ; it can be paralleled in other Renaissance artists
who consciously sought elevation in style and design by subordinating particular details to general effects
Jor the sake of organic unity. In such cases, the image appears vague only when detached in its conftext, as

a part of the whole, it usually adds to the clarity of the general idea,
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